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SHORTLIST FOR MUSEUM OF THE YEAR 2016 
ANNOUNCED

The shortlist of five museums competing for the award of the Art Fund Prize for Museum of 
the Year 2016 was announced today. 

They are (in alphabetical order):

Arnolfini, Bristol, South West
Bethlem Museum of the Mind, London
Jupiter Artland, West Lothian
Victoria and Albert Museum (V&A), London
York Art Gallery, Yorkshire

The Art Fund awards the Museum of the Year prize annually to one outstanding museum, 
which, in the opinion of the judges, has shown exceptional imagination, innovation and 
achievement in the preceding year. The Prize of £100,000 is given at an awards dinner, before 
an invited audience of the UK’s museum and cultural leaders, which this year will take place at 
the Natural History Museum in London on Wednesday 6 July 2016. 

The judges for Museum of the Year 2016 are: Gus Casely-Hayford, curator and art historian; 
Will Gompertz, BBC Arts Editor; Ludmilla Jordanova, Professor of History and Visual Culture, 
Durham University; Cornelia Parker, artist; Stephen Deuchar (chair of the judging panel), 
Director, Art Fund.

Stephen Deuchar, Director, Art Fund, said today: ‘Each one of these five museums is 
outstanding - not just for the collections they display, but for the people who work there, 
and the visitors whose lives they can change.   Whether reaching audiences of thousands or 
millions,  the best museums turn objects into culture, put audiences at the heart of their work, 
and engage with issues of the moment.   This shortlist shows why and how UK museums lead 
the world.’

Today also sees the launch of a photography competition open to everyone to upload their 
own pictures of their favourite museum.  Leading photographer Rankin will select one image 
per institution with the overall winner decided by public vote, which will be revealed ahead of 
the announcement of the winner of the Museum of the Year.

The Art Fund Prize for Museum of the Year continues its partnership with the BBC in 2016 
with Radio 2 leading the coverage, plus a special edition of BBC 2’s Artsnight on the shortlist 
and additional features on BBC ARTS online bbc.co.uk/arts
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Media Enquiries:

Rachel Mapplebeck, Director of Communications, Art Fund 
T: + 44 (0)20 7225 4820 E: rmapplebeck@artfund.org

Madeline Adeane, Press Relations Manager, Art Fund 
T: + 44 (0)20 7225 4804 E: madeane@artfund.org

Or

Jane Quinn, Dennis Chang, Bolton & Quinn T: +44 (0)20 7221 5000 E: jq@boltonquinn.com 
or dennis@boltonquinn.com 

For high resolution images, please go to:
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/riezsiuormvfoen/AAD0vScU58vJ6SImA3-WnqeRa?dl=0

Notes to Editors

Arnolfini, Bristol
Woven into the fabric of Bristol since 1961, Arnolfini is a pioneer of the interdisciplinary 
contemporary arts, presenting an ambitious programme of visual art, performance, dance, 
film and music. Sited dramatically in a repurposed warehouse on the city’s harbourside, 
Arnolfini welcomes half a million visitors each year, to experience important works of art by 
local, national and international artists.

Arnolfini took 2015 as their year of rediscovery, marking 40 years of its presence in 
helping regenerate Bristol’s harbourside. They embarked on an extensive programme 
of transformation, while delivering a respected high-quality contemporary arts 
programme.  Arnolfini worked on and offsite to engage and inspire a record number of 
people, embedding inclusive learning initiatives into their programme. They led, secured 
and produced outstanding solo shows by artists Richard Long and John Akomfrah, to 
widespread critical acclaim. Most significantly, 2015 saw Arnolfini enter a new strategic 
partnership with the University of the West of England’s Arts, Creative Industries and 
Education faculty. Securing Arnolfini’s continuing occupation of a prominent building and 
providing financial safeguarding, this partnership also sees Arnolfini share space with degree 
students, studios, academics and the Centre for Moving Image Research. Arnolfini and UWE 
are working together to create a unique city campus: a new kind of learning environment and 
enriched opportunities for the public to engage with contemporary art. Throughout 2015, 
Arnolfini began to develop an audience focused approach to programming, encouraging 
the public to directly participate in the development of the cultural narrative of their city.

Bethlem Museum of the Mind, London
This extraordinary museum cares for an internationally renowned collection of archives, 
art and historic objects relating to the history of mental health care and treatment. 2015 
was a transformative year for Bethlem Museum of the Mind, during which it moved from 
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cramped and inadequate accommodation to a newly refurbished art-deco building at the 
heart of Bethlem Royal Hospital (the UK’s oldest psychiatric institution, founded in 1247). 
Formally launched in March 2015 by Turner Prize winning artist Grayson Perry, the museum 
has experienced a dramatic increase in visitor numbers, from 1,298 in 2014, to over 11,000 
in 2015, and considerable media interest both within the UK and abroad. Heritage Lottery 
Fund support made it possible for the museum to develop a new permanent exhibition 
that showcases historic and contemporary art and objects alongside audio-visual and 
interactive displays. During the course of 2015 Bethlem Museum of the Mind has pursued 
a diverse range of partnerships to deliver five temporary exhibitions (four on-site, one off-
site) and an events programme which has included talks and film screenings. Over 100 
schools, universities and special interest groups have participated in the museum’s learning 
programme. The museum’s pro-active loans policy has enabled more than 20,000 people to 
access art from Bethlem’s collections at other UK venues.

Jupiter Artland, Edinburgh
A unique award-winning sculpture collection just outside of Edinburgh, Jupiter Artland 
is a charity committed to nurturing the work of outstanding contemporary artists and 
commissioning site-specific work for the 100-acres of woodland and meadow. In 1999, art 
collectors Robert and Nicky Wilson bought Bonnington House, a Jacobean manor set in the 
landscape nestling between Edinburgh & Glasgow. The couple decided to create a space 
to open their collection to the public. Jupiter Artland now blends art, nature and learning 
to showcase the very best in established and emerging talent in contemporary art in the 
truly unique setting. In 2015, they expanded the existing gallery spaces with the opening 
of the Ballroom Gallery as an exhibition space to create another counterpoint to the natural 
environment of the outdoor landscape. The first large-scale UK presentation of American 
artist Tara Donovan’s work Untitled: Plastic Cups was installed in this space, part of Jupiter 
Artland’s all-female artist summer programme. They launched ‘The Annual Programme to 
Support Emerging Artists’ in the production of temporary outdoor works, with Lauren Gault 
chosen as the first artist for the programme, and also hosted their first writer-in-residence 
programme with Marjorie Lofti Gill. In 2015, over 10,000 school children and participants 
took part in their learning programmes, and they also launched the ‘Room to Grow’ initiative 
to more than double the learning spaces available, which will greatly expand their future 
educational activity. 

The Victoria and Albert Museum (V&A), London
The world’s leading museum of art and design, the V&A strives to enrich people’s lives 
by promoting research, knowledge and enjoyment of the designed world to the widest 
possible audience. 2015 has seen a remarkable transformation for the Museum.  It attracted 
nearly 3.9 million visitors to V&A sites, 14.5 million visitors online and 90,000 V&A Members, 
the highest in the Museum’s 164-year history. December 2015 saw the ‘Europe 1600-1815’ 
galleries opening to great acclaim. This major gallery restoration project has transformed 
seven prominent galleries and redisplayed and reinterpreted this world-renowned collection 
of 17th and 18th century art and design. 2015 also heralded one of their most popular 
exhibition programmes. ‘Alexander McQueen: Savage Beauty’ became the V&A’s most-
visited exhibition, attracting a record breaking 493,043 visitors from 87 countries. The V&A 
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India Festival of exhibitions, activities and events engaged visitors in the rich and varied 
culture of South Asia. Their headline exhibition ‘The Fabric of India’ was the most wide-
ranging exhibition of South Asian textiles ever displayed.  Also in 2015, 30 V&A and V&A 
Museum of Childhood exhibitions travelled to venues in 12 countries worldwide where they 
were seen by over 1.35 million people. ‘David Bowie is’ continued the third year of its global 
tour and welcomed its millionth visitor in Paris in May. 1,760 objects went on short-term 
and long-term loan to over 174 destinations around the world.  A major fundraising appeal, 
supported by the Art Fund, reunited four angels originally created for the tomb of Cardinal 
Wolsey, one of the most powerful men in Tudor England.  

York Art Gallery, Yorkshire
Built in 1879, York Art Gallery is home to a nationally designated collection spanning 600 
years. In August 2015 the Gallery reopened after an £8 million development which has seen 
it undergo a complete transformation. It now has 60% more exhibition space, including 
three state of the art galleries allowing significant artworks and exhibitions to be brought to 
the city.  In the heart of the Gallery, the Centre of Ceramic Art (CoCA) has been established, 
creating a beautiful space for the world’s most representative collection of British Studio 
Ceramics. The collection is shown on a new mezzanine floor within the beautiful original 
Victorian roof void, which had previously been hidden for more than 50 years.

A new, larger education space lends itself to an extended learning programme, while the 
new Project Gallery shows work evolved from partnerships with the local community. A new 
balcony and entrance at the rear of the Gallery leads directly to  a two acre green space 
which was  previously hidden, which is now opened up to the public for the first time, and 
features a  new Artists’ Garden and Edible Wood.  The capital project has also meant that all 
areas of the Gallery are now accessible to all. The transformation and opening displays have 
proved incredibly popular for visitors and received widespread media coverage.

About the Art Fund Prize for Museum of the Year

The Art Fund has supported Museum of the Year since 208. Its forerunner was the Prize for 
Museums and Galleries, administered by the Museum Prize Trust and sponsored by the 
Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation (2003-2007).

About the Art Fund

The Art Fund is the national fundraising charity for art. In the past five years alone the Art 
Fund has given £34 million to help museums and galleries acquire works of art for their 
collections. It also helps museums share their collections with wider audiences by supporting 
a range of tours and exhibitions, including ARTIST ROOMS and the 2013-18 Aspire tour of 
Tate’s Salisbury Cathedral from the Meadows by John Constable, and makes additional 
grants to support the training and professional development of curators.

The Art Fund is independently funded, with the core of its income provided by 122,000 
members who receive the National Art Pass and enjoy free entry to over 230 museums, 
galleries and historic places across the UK, as well as 50% off entry to major exhibitions. In 
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addition to grant-giving, the Art Fund’s support for museums includes the annual Art Fund 
Prize for Museum of the Year (won by The Whitworth, Manchester, in 2015), a publications 
programme and a range of digital platforms.

Find out more about the Art Fund and the National Art Pass at www.artfund.org
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Finalist Museums - Directors’ quotes:

Kate Brindley, CEO, Arnolfini, said:

“Following a year of ambitious transformation at Arnolfini, we are delighted to be nominated 
as a Museum of the Year 2016 finalist. We’re incredibly proud to have the hard work of our 
team, the talent of our artists and the quality of our partnerships recognised by this important 
national programme. Most of all, we are grateful to the people of Bristol for supporting us 
and inspiring us in our mission to create spaces where the culturally curious come together 
and participate in contemporary arts and culture. This award is not only a major boost for 
the organisation, but for the whole city as we gear up to collaborate with Bristol’s cultural 
community to make the case to bid for European Capital of Culture. The Art Fund recognition 
has been a gift for Arnolfini and for Bristol.”

Victoria Northwood, Director of Bethlem Museum of the Mind, said:

“Being selected as a Museum of the Year 2016 finalist caps a magnificent year for us at 
Bethlem; we’ve moved into a beautifully restored art deco building, launched the new 
Museum to great acclaim and are now welcoming four times as many visitors as we did 
before.  Inviting people to step beyond the gates of a psychiatric hospital is not always 
the easiest of propositions, but with every person that comes into our beautiful building 
and grounds, the stigma surrounding mental illness is reduced. The space offers a vital 
opportunity to explore and consider the history of mental healthcare and treatment as well 
as spotlighting the important role the arts play in mental health and recovery. Making the 
Museum of the Year shortlist is a tribute to every person who helped us to create the new 
Museum, as well as the artists - current and former Bethlem patients - whose work we are 
proud to display.”

Nicky and Robert Wilson, Founders and Directors of Jupiter Artland said: 

“We are so proud to think that a place as unconventional and off the beaten track as 
Jupiter Artland could be recognised with one of the UK museum sector’s most significant 
honours. In magical woodland and wide open landscape, we present unique, one-off 
commissions and world-class contemporary art – offering an extraordinary environment 
for discovery, freedom and enjoyment. The next generation is at the heart of everything 
we do: our education programmes have grown significantly and focus on teaching children 
simultaneously about the arts, the landscape and nature, helping us to achieve our ambitious 
goal to reach every child in Scotland. Our annual commissions and exhibitions nurture early 
career artists, often giving them an entirely new platform for their work. We are incredibly 
grateful to our team for their enthusiasm and commitment. It is so exciting to consider what 
we could achieve in the coming years.”
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Martin Roth, Director of the V&A said: 

“The V&A is thriving as a world-class museum and centre of excellence for research and 
expertise. With a cutting edge public programme and ambitious gallery construction 
projects, the Museum is continually broadening access to its unparalleled collections of 
art and design and bringing the V&A to new national and international audiences. To be 
shortlisted by the Art Fund for their prestigious Museum of the Year 2016 is a great accolade 
and, should we be successful, would enhance and foster the continued achievement of the 
V&A during this truly exciting period of our growth.”

Reyahn King, chief executive of York Museums Trust, said: 

“We are thrilled that York Art Gallery has been shortlisted for the Art Fund Prize for Museum 
of the Year 2016. To be one of only five finalists is in itself fantastic recognition of the 
transformation that has taken place at the gallery.

“We believe the new and improved spaces are a fitting home to our nationally important 
collections and enable us to give the public a fresh approach to the display and 
understanding of ceramics.  We can achieve our ambitions to host internationally important 
exhibitions and extend the artistic offer to our gardens behind. With learning spaces, better 
facilities and a great welcome we think the gallery is a friendly, inspiring and fun place for our 
visitors.

“We are extremely proud to be shortlisted and we hope that it will help us build on our 
growing reputation as one of the best art galleries in the country.”


